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August 25th 

     Concours d’Elegance 

     Geneva, IL 

September 7th or 8th 

     Fall Fling 

     TBD 

September 15th     

    Cantigny Car Show 

    Wheaton, IL 

September 22nd 

    MZH Planning Meeting 

     Glenn Johnson’s House 

October 5th 

     Octoberfest 

     Continental Nissan 

October  12th 

     Chrome and Coffee 

     Irongate 

See full schedule on page 3  for 
more details  

Jeff Pleiter, President 

     One of our members mentioned, at the August 
MZH planning meeting, that Nissan will no longer 
be offering us the 370Z Roadster for 2020.  I usual-
ly am up on Z news, but I had not heard this be-
fore.  A quick search of the internet confirmed that 
about May 1st Nissan announced that 2019 would 
be the last year for the roadster.  The rest of the 
lineup continues on for 2020.  In July, Nissan sold 
226 370Zs, and year-to-date 1,478 Zs.   The year-
to-date figure is a 32% decline over same period 
last year.  That is less than 3,000 Zs per year.  The 
Z32 sold just under 3,000 in 1996 when it was can-
celled.  Still no word on a Z replacement however. 
     In July, Nissan also reported a 90% drop in 
profit for the previous quarter, and that it was axing 
about 12,500 mostly auto plant workers.  The Car-
los Ghosn arrest distraction, internal management 
and sales incentives, have all been brought up as 
related to the decline.  Nissan has said they aim to 
focus more on profitability.  What does that mean 
for our favorite automaker and the Z Car?  
     We just wrapped up the latest 2020 Midwest Z 
Heritage Planning meeting and are close to choos-
ing a host hotel, car show venue, and have a tenta-
tive plan for a fun social event Friday evening.  We 
hope to share more with you in the next newsletter, 
and have the MZH website and Facebook page 
updated. 
 
Activities: 

     August 25 – Geneva Concours d’Elegance.  We 
have registered as a club for the car club area.  An 
Evite has been sent out and advanced registration 
is required. The town of Geneva, IL hosts a major 
automotive event called the Geneva Concours 
d’Elegance.   The organizers offer a reserved park-
ing lot behind the County Court House for individu-

 Continued on page 2 

Please contact Jeff and 
attend the September 
22nd planning meeting, 
if you are interested in 
helping plan and run the 
2020 Midwest Z Herit-
age, which is being 
hosted by WCZC. 
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als and car clubs for a $20.00 charitable donation per car 
(Beneficiary: LIVINGWELL CANCER RESOURCE CEN-
TER).  The Court House parking lot is 1/2 block off of 3rd 
Street down the entire length of which the Concours en-
trant’s cars are displayed.   So, you literally step out of 
your car and you are in the middle of the event.  The park-
ing lot is limited to registered vehicles but is also viewed 
by event spectators. You may arrive and depart at your 
leisure; however, the event starts at 10:00am and it would 
be best to arrive before that time. As mentioned, it is lo-
cated on 3rd Street which is a major shopping loca-
tion.  There are dozens of shops and boutiques and al-
most as many restaurants and ice cream/gelato/chocolate 
emporiums. This is a great opportunity to view some fabu-
lous rolling art, historic vehicles and show our car club 
colors, at an event to which we we don’t usually have ac-
cess.  See you there. 

Watch for new Evites for the upcoming events: 

     September 7th or 8th – Fall Fling 

     Sept 15 – Annual Cantigny Car Show.  We attend this 
most years as a club event.  This is open to all makes, 
models and years. 

     September 22 – Next MZH planning meeting at 4:30 
pm at Glenn Johnson’s house. 

     October 5 – Continental Nissan’s annual Octoberfest 
show and shine.  Lunch and drinks will be provided by the 
dealership and there usually are a few give aways as 
well. 

     October 12th – Iron Gate Chrome and Coffee 9 am to 1 
am Cruise-in.  Japanese car theme.  Ty will ask the to 
save spots in front of his motor condo.   Let the parking 
guides know you are with the Windy City Z Club. 

     Other events under consideration: trip to Galena or 
Lake Geneva, drive to Monroe / New Glarus area and 
brewery.  Chicago Wheels tech session. 

     If you are interested on attending any of the above or 
have an idea for another event let me know, especially if 
you are willing to take the lead on the event. 

     ZCON 2020 Sept. 14-19, 2020.  Announced at ZCON 
2019 as a celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Z.     It 
will be held in Franklin Tennessee at Nissan’s Headquar-
ters. 

            NewsleƩer of the Windy City Z Club 

Continued from page 1 

Gateway Classic Cars 

Oscar Krieger, New Member 

     Greetings Windy City Z car enthusiasts!  My name is 
Oscar Krieger.   I am a retired university professor cur-
rently residing in Mokena, IL.  My interest in the Z car 
began in 1978 when I owned a 280z 2+2.  That car like 
so many other Zs began to rust, and after five years it 
was time to move on. I wish I had better foresight.  Fast 
forward 41 years and my interest was rekindled.  While 
on vacation in Arizona, I attended a Barret Jackson Auto 
Auction in Phoenix where there were three 240z’on dis-
play.  They all sold for $30,000 plus.  Although that was 
out of my league pricewise, I decided to see what was on 
the open market and began an internet search.  I ended 
up purchasing a 1978’ 280z coupe 5–speed with 66,000 
miles, as part of an estate sale near Toledo, Ohio.  The 
car runs fairly well and is closer to restoration than a junk 
yard.   
     Although I am not a mechanic, I am attempting to do 
as much work on this car as I can. With the aid of the 
Factory Service Manual and a couple of friends, I find 
myself enjoying the journey and learning more about the 
Z than I did 41 years ago.  To date, I have repaired the 
horn, wiper and washer motor, rebuilt the entire rear 
deck, sound proofed and replaced the headliner, per-
formed a tune up, and with the aid of Carriage House 
Automotive in New Lenox, replaced the entire suspen-
sion with stock struts, springs, and bushings.  The car is 
now a daily driver suitable for car shows or a long trip 
(minus air conditioning).  Future projects include replac-
ing the dash, reupholstering the seats, sound proofing 
the remainder of the cabin, replacing the air conditioning, 
and potentially repainting with the original code 110 red/
persimmon.  I look forward to being involved in the club 
and meeting other members down the road.   
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            NewsleƩer of the Windy City Z Club 

 

Date Time Event Location Contact and Details WCZC  

Event 
August 25 9AM Concours d’Elegance Geneva, IL See Evite 

Contact Walt K. 

Yes 

September 7 10AM Supercar Saturday Arboretum 

South Barrington 

 No 

September 7th 
or 8th 

TBD Fall Fling TBD Evite to follow Yes 

September 22 4:30 MZH Planning Meet-
ing 

Glenn Johnson’s House Evite to follow Yes 

October 5 TBD Octoberfest Continental Nissan Evite to follow Yes 

September 15 10AM Cantigny Car Show Wheaton, IL Evite to follow 

Cantigny.org 

Yes 

October 12 9AM Chrome and Coffee Iron Gate Evite to follow Yes 

                  For more information, contact Jeff Pleiter, unless noted otherwise.  

License Plate Frame 

$3 ea. or 2 for $5 

WCZC shirts can be ordered directly from Cherokee 
Rose Embroidery. 630.941.3305. See the WCZC 
Website, for more information 

Contact Jeff at villazx10@comcast.net to purchase 

             Oscar Krieger’s 280Z 



 

  www.windycityzclub.com                                                                      4                                                                                            August 2019 

            NewsleƩer of the Windy City Z Club 

Windy City Z Club has many sponsors. Most Nissan dealers will provide a discount when asked. We recog-
nize and thank the following companies, for providing constant support to the club, our members, and the 
national Z community. Please let us know, if you think your company should be on this list. 

Local Dealers: 

Continental Nissan, Countryside, IL 708.352.9200 

McGrath Nissan, Elgin, IL 855.315.4191 

Arlington Nissan, Buffalo Grove, IL 847.590.6100 

Woodfield Nissan, Hoffman Estates, IL 847.310.1900 

Gerald Nissan, Naperville, IL 630.355.3337 

Local Specialty Sponsors 

Sound Performance, Bensenville, IL 630.893.5002 

Bennett Coachworks, Milwaukee, WI 414.298.2068 

Associated Tire & Battery, Oak Park, IL 708.383.6673 

National Sponsors 

Tire Rack, South Bend, IN 800.428.8355 

Motorsport Auto, Orange, CA 800.633.6331 

Stillen, Costa Mesa, CA 866.250.5542 

Courtesy Nissan, Richardson TX 800.527.1909 

Jim Wolf Technology, El Cajon, CA 619.442.0680 

Avalon Racing, Londonberry, NH 603.425.2270 
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www.mcgrathnissan.com 



       WINDY CITY Z CLUB 
Jeff Pleiter, President - 630-832-7857 

              
Patrick Sylvester, V.P. of Administration - 847-895-6939 
Sue Chan, Membership -  wczcmembership@gmail.com 

Jim Koolish, Newsletter – 847-269-3175 
Glenn Johnson, Webmaster - 630-363-2081 

Bill Bragg, Treasurer - 414-697-1779 
Date:____________________, 20_____ 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Name      Dual Member’s Name 
 
__________________________________  ________________________  ______  __________ 
Street     City     State Zip 
 
(_____) ______ -_____________ (_____) ______ -_____________   (_____) ______ -_____________ 
Cell Phone    Home Phone    Work Phone 
 
____________________   _______________    ________   ____________________     _________ 
Occupation   Birthday (Mo/Day)   Shirt Size   Dual Member’s Birthday     Shirt Size 
 
E-mail address (please print):______________________________________________________________ 
Your e-mail address is important because we send the WCZC newsletter and club notifications via e-mail. 
Please remember to keep us updated if your e-mail address changes. 
 
Type of Zs Owned (Please indicate year and quantity): 

240Z ____________________________________   300ZX___________________________________ 

260Z ____________________________________   350Z ____________________________________ 

280Z____________________________________    370Z ____________________________________ 

280ZX __________________________________ 

How did you hear about our club? ____________________________________________________ 

 
Membership Categories:  Please check one 
o $30.00 for one year (incl. foreign countries) 
o $50.00 for two years (incl. foreign countries) 
 

o $25.00 for one Associate year* 
o $40.00 for two Associate years* 
*Associates must live at least 300 miles outside Chicago 

 
I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING: 
o Autocrossing 
o Trips-Touring 
o Rallying 
o Car Restoration 
o Road Racing 
o Social Events 

o Tech Seminars 
o Hosting a club event 
o Customizing 
o Committee Volunteer 
o Club Representative 
o Leadership Role 
 

If you have any questions concerning these categories, please contact one of the Club Officers listed above. 
 

Please make your check payable to the Windy City Z Club and mail it with this application to: 
WINDY CITY Z CLUB 

6770 Aspen Road, Lisle, Illinois 60532 
Your membership packet will be sent to you by return mail within four to six weeks 
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