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November 9, 2024 

     WCZC B-day Party 

     Reserve 22 

     fGlen Ellyn, IL 

     See full schedule on page  3 

Ty Ozgen,  President 

 

Continued on page 2 

    Glenn Johnson at ZCon     

     So, you guys are all my friends, correct?  
And friends are supposed to give good advice 
correct?  Well, I would like to give you two 
examples of what friends can do to influence 
your life.  AKA peer pressure.   The first ex-
ample started in August.  We were gathered 
at the Geneva Concours sitting under the can-
opy I brought.  It was quite a warm day.  As 
we were sitting there, many conversations 
took place. It’s interesting all the things we 
talk about. It’s not always cars. We talk about 
life, current events, family, and occasionally 
the weather.  One of the conversations in-
volved ZCON 2024 that was coming up in 
September. It was in Tampa this year and it 
had been several years since I went to one.  
Back in the day when I was a single dude, it 
was pretty much an annual thing. I went all 
around the country with my Z’s.  Even when 
my wife was pregnant with our first (7 months 
along) we went together to Kingston, Ontario 
for ZCON 2001 in my 1990 300ZXTT.   It real-
ly wasn’t that bad, at least I didn’t think so.  
She did not go into labor in Canada so that 
was a good thing. Then after kids, it became 
more intermittent or should I say rare.   
     One of my favorite activities during the 
ZCON week is the judged car show. I love 
walking around these cars and just looking at 
what people do to them and how well they 
have been maintained.  Everyone has a story 
to share and they’re so proud of their Z’s.  An-
yways, Glenn and Tracy Johnson were talking 
about going to Tampa and how much fun they 
were going to have.  I was jealous.  I had no 
plans on going, as I already took 2 weeks’ 
vacation in May, but they got me thinking.  
Maybe, just maybe I could go to the judged 
car show.  It was on a Wednesday and my 
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day off is Tuesday. I would miss only one day in the 
office.   They encouraged me to go.  I thought about 
it and that evening I checked for flights, as well as 
hotels.   I found a flight at a great price and viola; the 
rest is history.  I was even able to get a room at the 
host hotel, which is always a must in my opinion.  
The ZCON event typically starts on Sundays as eve-
ryone drives in until the following Sunday when peo-
ple depart.    
     I flew in Tuesday morning as my flight was at 
8AM    I had a hunch it was going to be a good cou-
ple days for me. I did get a rental car at the airport, 
even though I was just going to be there for a short 
time. I clicked on an SUV when I was making the 
reservation and didn’t really have any expectations.  
However, when I got to Tampa, I was given the keys 
to a 2023 Nissan Rogue SV.  How appropriate!  Did 
they search my profile and see I was a Nissan aficio-
nado?   It was black with a black interior, and I might 
add it was quite comfortable to cruise around in.  As 
I got closer to the host hotel you would see the Z 
cars driving around the neighborhood. As I pulled up 
into the check-in area, the Z’s were everywhere.  
What a wonderful site!!  I was really excited to be 
here I made the right decision to visit!!   Thanks 
again Glenn and Tracy!!   
     I started seeing people that I knew from around 
the country, which was nice. If you’ve never been to 
ZCon, you are truly missing out.  The hotel is deco-
rated with Z banners from around the country as well 
as Z cars in the main lobby; very neat.   As soon as I 
checked in and unloaded my stuff, I headed right 
back outside to the parking lot.  This is where the 
action is; walking around, looking at cars, talking to 
people, seeing old friends.  People were getting their 
Z’s ready for the judged show the next morning.  I 
did not have a Z to get ready so I was a free spirit to 
roam around.  It doesn’t get any better and I even 
ran into former Windy City Z club members Jeff and 
Allie Pleiter.  They heard me talking while they were 
relaxing by the pool.  They drove down from South 
Carolina where they now reside. It was nice catching 
up with them. We got together for dinner with,Glenn 
and Tracy Johnson, as well as Brian and Karen 
Gracie from Ontario.  Just a nice casual dinner with 
friends. 
     The next morning, I got up early and had break-
fast at the hotel, checked out of the room, and load-
ed up the Nissan Rogue with my carry-on bag.  It 
was the big day for the car show. This is why I was 
down here.  I did not have a car to prepare so I had 
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no need to worry about that. When I got to the indoor 
convention center, all the show cars were pretty much 
in place. I am glad it was indoors as outside was hot 
and humid. People were doing their last minute detail-
ing. I literally looked at every single car there. from 
original 240’s to modified new Z’s!  As I didn’t have to 
worry about sitting by my car waiting for the judges, 
this becomes much more enjoyable.  I talked to many 
people about their cars and what they have done to 
them and how they came about acquiring them, etc.    
Just a wonderful group of Z people from around the 
country.  Check out the WCZC Facebook page for pic-
tures.   
I did have to leave the show by 3 as I had a flight to 
catch at 5.  Overall, I had a great time getting away but 
sad I had to leave as there were plenty of other activi-
ties left during the remainder of the week at ZCON 
2024.   Congratulations to Glenn Johnson for winning 
First Place in the Modified 370Z class.  He was nerv-
ous because he almost forgot to clean up the bug 
splatter within the “Nissan emblem” in the front of the 
car.  That could have cost him his trophy.    
     My next example of peer pressure happened a few 
weeks ago.  As you know, I am a fan of the 280ZX’s as 
I have three of them. I always like to look at different 
ones that are online just to see what they’re going for 
pricewise. No intent to buy.   A fellow 280ZX enthusiast 
by the name of Fred Grosz sent me a message about a 
1982 280 ZX turbo that was for sale up in Wisconsin 
on Facebook marketplace. It was orange mist metallic 
in color with the beige interior. It had 91,000 miles on it 
and the sale price was $15,000. He really thought I 
should be going up to take a look at it.  I did look it up 
and it sure was pretty.   Apparently, it had one spot of 
rust from a rock chip on the hood but otherwise clean.  
It really was a good deal actually. Fred and I messaged 
back and forth about it.  He would have liked to get it if 
he had the room and I certainly was not in the mood for 
another 280ZX but it was relatively local.  Maybe I can 
just look at it.  I reluctantly passed.  We agreed that the 
carbon canister filter probably was never changed so 
that really was the deal breaker.  So you can see, one 
influence was acted on and the other was passed on.   
     We had a great turnout for the annual Cantigny Car 
Show. Most of the group met a Danby’s Station in Glen 
Ellyn so we could parade in and park together. Others 
were waiting near or at the entrance to the park. We 
had about 12 cars and even allowed the Chan’s to park 
their NSX and Bob Rosecrans’s cousins to park their 
Mustang with our group. It was a beautiful day and we 
managed to escape the sun under my tent. Bill and 
Cheryl Opperman won one of the awards for import 
cars, to conclude a great event. 
     Many thanks to Scott Gabreyna of Woodfield Nis-
san in Schaumburg for inviting us a couple Saturdays 
ago. Our club had an informal car show/get together in 
their parking lot. It was an absolutely beautiful fall day 

Continued on page 3 
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Date Time Event Location Contact and Details WCZC  

Event 

November 9, 

2024 

6PM WCZC B-day Dinner  Evite has been sent Yes 

January 2025  General Meeting TBD  Yes 

      

      

      

      

                   

License Plate Frame 

$3 ea. or 2 for $5 

WCZC shirts can be ordered directly from Cherokee 

Rose Embroidery. 630.941.3305. See the WCZC 

Website, for more information 

Contact Ty at  tyozgen@gmail.com to purchase 

and was very well attended. I think we showed them 
what a wonderful club we have with a full assort-
ment of different Z cars. They supplied coffee, do-
nuts, and bagels for us. Thank you so much for be-
ing our host. We look forward to doing more things 
together.    
     Don’t forget the WCZC birthday party on Novem-
ber 9th at Reserve 22.   I need your payments by 
11/2 to reserve your spot.  An Evite has already 
been sent out.  This is always a great time with a 
slide show, speeches from your officers as well as 
raffle prizes.  See you then. 

WCZC at ZCon 

http://www.windycityzclub.com
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                    ZCon  Photos by Ty O 
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                    Cantigny Show  Photos by Jim K 
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                    Woodfield Nissan  Photos by Jim K 
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Windy City Z Club has many sponsors. Most Nissan dealers will provide a discount when asked. We recog-

nize and thank the following companies, for providing constant support to the club, our members, and the 

national Z community. Please let us know, if you think your company should be on this list. 

Local Dealers: 

McGrath Nissan, Elgin, IL 847-695-6700 

Arlington Nissan, Buffalo Grove, IL 847.590.6100 

Woodfield Nissan, Hoffman Estates, IL 847.310.1900 

Gerald Nissan, Naperville, IL 630.355.3337 

Local Specialty Sponsors 

Sound Performance, Bensenville, IL 630.893.5002 

Associated Tire & Battery, Oak Park, IL 708.383.6673 

K&M Magnetics, Glen Ellyn, IL 630.894.3174 

National Sponsors 

Tire Rack, South Bend, IN 800.428.8355 

Motorsport Auto, Orange, CA 800.633.6331 

Stillen, Costa Mesa, CA 866.250.5542 

Courtesy Nissan, Richardson TX 800.527.1909 

Jim Wolf Technology, El Cajon, CA 619.442.0680 

Avalon Racing, Londonberry, NH 603.425.2270 
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WINDY CITY Z CLUB

Date:____________________, 20_____

__________________________________ ________________________________

Name Dual Member’s Name

__________________________________ ________________________ ______  __________
Street City State Zip

(_____) ______ -_____________ (_____) ______ -_____________  (_____) ______ -_____________

Cell Phone  Home Phone Work Phone

____________________   _______________    ________   ____________________     _________
Occupation Birthday (Mo/Day)   Shirt Size   Dual Member’s Birthday    Shirt Size

e-mail address (please print): ____________________________________________________________

Your e-mail address is important because we send the WCZC newsletter and club notifications via e-mail.

Please remember to keep us updated if your e-mail address changes.

Type of Zs Owned (Please indicate year and quantity):

240Z ____________________________________   300ZX___________________________________� 

260Z ____________________________________   350Z ____________________________________� 
280=____________________________________

280ZX __________________________________

370Z ____________________________________� 

NISSAN Z________________________________ 

How did you hear about our club? ____________________________________________________

Membership $30.00 per year: New memberships due at time of 
joining. Renewals due January 1st of every year:

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING:

o Autocrossing

o Trips-Touring
o Rallying

o Car Restoration
o Road Racing

o Social Events

o Tech Seminars

o Hosting a club event
o Customizing

o Committee Volunteer
o Club Representative

o Leadership Role

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
H

I
P

 A
P

P
L

I
C

A
T

I
O

N

If you have any questions concerning these categories, please call one of the Club Officers listed above.

Please make your check payable to the Windy City Z Club and mail it with this application to:

WINDY CITY Z CLUB

27447 S. Wildwood Drive, Monee, IL 60449
Your membership packet will be sent to you by return mail within WZR�WR�four�weeks

 Download print save    windycityzclub  

Ty Ozgen, President - tyozgen@gmail.com
OPEN V.P. of Activities - 

 Patrick Sylvester, V.P. of Administration - 847-895-6939
Mike Phillips, Membership - membership@windycityzclub.com

Jim Koolish, Newsletter - wczc.news@gmail.com
Glenn Johnson, Webmaster - webmaster@windycityzclub.com 

Bill Bragg, Treasurer - 262-697-1779
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